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earnings tax in Minnesota, classified property taxes, the so-called 
principle of the separation of revenue sources, the ad valorem as con- 
trasted with the gross earnings and other systems, the different methods 
of electing, appointing and removing from office of local assessors and 
finally the power and authority of state tax commissions. The tax 
commission is considered from the standpoint of review, the original 
assessment of certain classes of property and the more efficient super- 
vision of local assessment, although the latter subject is worthy of an 
even more thorough study. 

The conclusion is the only part of the work which, in the judgment 
of the reviewer, is somewhat inadequate and incomplete. Perhaps, 
however, the more extended synthesis of such important subjects as the 
state supervision of local assessment noted above which ought to be 
made, can more appropriately be presented in the form of articles con- 
tributed to standard economic journals. In a word, the great mass of 
facts so carefully sifted and analyzed can and should be interpreted in 
a more comprehensive manner by Professor Lutz. I have in mind 
such subjects as the general property tax and centralized administra- 
tion, the state supervision of local assessment, and the local assessor. 
Articles on these subjects from the pen of Professor Lutz would be of 
great service, particularly to tax administrators. 

John E. Brindley. 

Iowa State College. 

The Science of Power. By BENJAMIN KlDD. With an Intro- 
duction by Franklin H. Giddings. New York, G. P. Putnam's 
Son's, 1918. — viii, 318 pp. 

That ready vehicle for specious argument, the syllogistic form, has 
always been Mr. Kidd's favorite method. In his earlier book, Social 
Evolution, beneath astonishing and entertaining verbiage could be dis- 
cerned one major premise, two minor premises and two conclusions. 
The major was : A brute struggle for existence, resulting in drastic 
natural selection, is necessary for progress. The first minor was : 
Man's reason always endeavors to prevent or mitigate the brute strug- 
gle for existence. The conclusion followed : Reason is an enemy of 
progress. The second minor premise was : Religion, operating with- 
out sanction of reason, encourages increase of population and is thus 
a chief cause of maintaining the brute struggle for existence. The 
second conclusion followed : Religion, not sanctioned by reason, in- 
sures progress. Social Evolution obtained its popularity, because at 
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the time of its publication the charge that religion has no rational sanc- 
tion aroused intense interest and discussion. The general reader was 
not able to appreciate the inaccurate interpretations made of biological 
and other doctrines. Scientists did not waste time in discussing them. 

In mode of construction the present volume is true to form. Amid 
much display of learning, unashamed dogmatism and an egotistical 
style, the chief contentions lie ready to be reduced to syllogysms. 
The major premise is : Evolution lies along the line of maximum 
power. The first minor premise is : From Darwin's day to the present 
moment the pernicious man-made application of the individualistic 
and rationalistic doctrine that A survives if A can kill B before B kills 
A, has determined the line of maximum power. Hence, man through 
rationalism and individualism has led the world toward ruin. The 
second minor premise is : In the future the line of maximum power 
and progress, conditioned from now on by the subordination of the 
individual to the future survival efficiency of the group, will be deter- 
mined by the group which first organizes itself about woman's worship 
of the ideal and through emotion subjects the individual in the present 
to the future survival of the group. Hence , woman through the ' ' emo- 
tion of the ideal " will determine progress. 

By comparing the arguments of the two books it will be apparent 
that Mr. Kidd has shifted his ground in one important point but has 
retained his position in another. The first minor proposition of the 
present volume contains the assumption that degeneration has resulted 
from just such a brute struggle for existence as the major premise of 
the first volume assumed to be necessary for progress. Both proposi- 
tions cannot be true. If the logic of one book is correct, the other is 
thereby proven unsound. On the other hand, both books assume 
progress to be hindered by reason aud fostered by emotion. The first 
volume looked to religion for the necessary emotion, the second to 
woman. In both cases, reason is held to militate against survival and 
emotion to assure it. 

The syllogisms thus stated are not clearly brought into juxtaposition 
by Mr. Kidd. Even the separate propositions are by no means free 
from obscurity of language, if not of thought. In elaborating the sec- 
ond minor premise of the present work, for example, Mr. Kidd re- 
marks : " Power in civilization rests ultimately on knowledge which is 
conveyed through emotion and not through the reasoning processes of 
the mind." The phrase, "knowledge conveyed through emotion " , 
may be pleasing to the ear, but what its meaning is would be hard to 
explain to the mind of a rational man. Still, one must not be unfair. 



No. 2] REVIEWS 337 

The book, embellished with innumerable phrases of similar profundity 
and obscurity, is evidently intended to strengthen that unreasoning 
" emotion of the ideal " which, through woman, is to save the world. 
The nature of this emotion, if one accepts Mr. Kidd's view, is natur- 
ally hidden from the male mind, steeped, as it is, in a masculine science 
of force rather than open to the coming feminine science of power. 

Alvan A. Tenney. 

Addresses on Government and Citizens kip. By Elihu Root. 
Edited by Robert Bacon and James B. Scott. Cambridge, Har- 
vard University Press, 1916. — ix, 552 pp. 

The Military and Colonial Policy of the United Slates. By 
Elihu Root. Edited by Robert Bacon and James B. Scott. 
Cambridge, Harvard University Press, 1916. — xxiv, 502 pp. 

Addresses on International Subjects. By Elihu Root. Edited 
by Robert Bacon and James B. Scott. Cambridge, Harvard Uni- 
versity Press, 1916. — ix, 463 pp. 

Latin America and the United States. By Elihu Root. 
Edited by Robert Bacon and James B. Scott. Cambridge, Har- 
vard University Press, 191 7. — xvi, 302 pp. 

The volumes under review demonstrate the versatility of a leader of 
the American bar and public life. The editors have performed a use- 
ful service in bringing together under fairly generic heads several hun- 
dred addresses, speeches and official reports covering Mr. Root's public 
career, beginning with his speeches as chairman of the judiciary com- 
mittee and majority floor leader of the New York constitutional con- 
vention of 1894. The editors, by brief introductions to the various 
papers, have given them a setting which adds to the intelligent appre- 
ciation of them. 

The first of the volumes, on government and citizenship, includes 
the four Dodge Lectures on " The Citizen's Part in Government," de- 
livered at Yale in 1907, the Stafford Little Lectures on the Constitution 
delivered at Princeton in 1913, and Mr. Root's speeches on constitu- 
tional questions before the New York constitutional conventions of 
1894 and 19 15, in the United States Senate and elsewhere. It in- 
cludes also the discussion of Mr. Root's Senate resolution of 19 12 
authorizing the President to embargo the export of arms and munitions 
when domestic violence is thereby promoted in American countries. 



